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Richard Brinſley Sheridan, Eſq. 


WHETHER this Poem, which af- 
pires to be the vehicle of your Fame to 
; Pofterity, is written in a Style approach- 
ing, even at an humble Diſtance, to the 
ſpirit and. the ſublime of that inimitable | 
Production, as it juſtly ſtyles itſelf, The 
| Rolliad, we. acknowledging ourſelves par- 
tial to this Work, ſhall leave to others to 
determine. Far, however, from being 
diffident of its merit, or doubtful of its 
8 A2 reception 


1 

reception in the World, we only deſire that 
the Reader, unprejudiced in its favour, by 
the judgment of thoſe who are themſelves 
the objects of its praiſe, (and whoſe Opi- 
nions it is in ſome meaſure faſhionable to 
echo) will candidly judge for himſelf, and 
decide apon The Brinſlciad according to its 
deſerts. 1 ” 


If unfortunately, on our Part, we have 
not ſelected ſuch Paſſages as convey the 
moſt adequate idea of thoſe Dramatic 
Powers, that have been honoured by de- 
lighted Audiences with the loudeſt . Bra- 
vos and © Encores,” and thoſe Senatorial 
Abilities which have drawn from the ad- 
miring Senate ſuch continual © Hear hins,” 
we can only ſay, that upon a due notifi- 
cation of your Diſcontent. at our Condu& 
in this particular, we ſhall make you, or 
any of your worthy, Friends, who may 
be on a like Account diflmicfed, every 
amends 


EF] 


Amends in our Power, by rifing in our 
Eulogium, in every future Number, until 
ſinking under its mighty preſſure, you ſhall, 
at length, overwhelmed with obligation, 
| yourſelves earneſtly deprecate our farther 

Panegyric. . 


We have the Honour to be, 
Wich the Keben A | 
And the moſt profound Reſpect, 
SIR, 1 
Vour moſt obedient, 


And moſt humble Servant, 


The COMMENTATOR. 


BE A UT TI 


B R IX E 


TE admired Poem, whoſe principal 
| beauties we have undertaken in this work 
to colle& and criticiſe, is, indeed, in every 
line of it, ſo uniformly excellent, that we 
found it difficult to determine, not ſo much 
co what paſſages we ſhould give, as to what 
| refuſe a place in this commentary. It was 
with infinite reluctance we could prevail 
with ourſelves not to dwell more largely, 
for inſtance, on our poet's minute, but 
- magnificent, deſcription of the theatre, and 
„ of 


L's 1 
of his hero's importance and authority in 
Drury Lane. After conduQting us through 
the different parts of the houſe, and ex- 
plaining its various furniture and machi— 
nery with the moſt pleafing eircumſtan- 
tiality — the trap doors — the celeſtial cars 
— the wardrobe — the fleets and armies of 
undaunted paſteboard — 


Fleets that nor fear, nor Ga to fear, lee-ſhore, 
Fleets ſuch as Keppel once to windward bore— 


the prompter, whom he judiciouſſy claſſes 
with the machines — the thundering gab 
lery — 


City artilPry balls make thund'ring found, 
Warlike t affright, too cw! far to wound — 


and the rapid eon of OR the moſt 
diffimilar, on the ſame ſpot, and in almoſt 
the ſame initant, | 


Quick change the priſon ſcenes to gay alcoves, 
And budding bars become delightful groves. 


with a paſling ſarcaſm on the ſhabby dreſs, 
and the viſible eſcape of the ſcene-ſhiſter. 
Our poet hav) ing thus prepared the rea- 
der's 


1 

deer's imagination for the introduction of 
his hero, points him out to our view as he 
turns the corner of Bruton Street, haſten- 
ing to Drury Lane to attend a rehearſal. 


But lo! the manager, with urgent pace, 

And crowded bus'neſs buſtling in his face, 
That face in which, tho? erſt ſo ſmooth and fair, 
Each n * ſpeaks a ſep rate care. 


The compariſon, in the next paragraph, 
of Mr. Sheridan ſupporting the political 
and theatrical worlds, to the great bearer of 
the univerſe, is the more peculiarly happy, 
as Mr. Sheridan's perſon. is generally 
thought to bear a powerful reſemblance to 
the ſtatue of Atlas. — The alliteration and 
antitheſis, not only here, but throughout 
this whole poem, the reader will pleaſe to 
obſerve, are particularly to be admired, 


Skill'd to delight the public or diſtract, 

With tickling fiction, and with tortur'd fact, 
Io pleaſe or point the judgment of the town, 

Write himſelf up, or write his rivals down, 

In comic di'logue, and in grave debate, 

At once the Atlas of the ſtage and ſtate, 

This ſhoulder ſerves St. Stephen's to ſuſtain, 

Nor ſinks the other under Drury Lane, 


. 55 


11 
But here a material difficulty ſuggeſts itſelf: 
— Having placed St. Stephen's on one 
ſhoulder, and Drury Lane on the other, 
where does the poet provide a place for the 
Opera Houſe ? Whatever he may do with 
the profits, his hero cannot pocket the 
houſe. From this embarraſſment, inſupe- 
rable to an ordinary genius, our author 
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| diſengages himſelf with his uſual ingenuity, 
: by making Mr. Sheridan bring chat you 
upon his head. 
| While the King's Theatre his maſſive ſkull | 5 
| | Reſts on, and ſerves t' equilibrize the whole. 
8 It will not eſcape the obſervation of the 
| philologiſt, that our author, in the laſt in- 
| valuable line, by the uſe of a figure in 


poetry, called wverbification, has enriched 
the language with a new word, “ equili- 
1 þbrize.” — His hero's indefatigable oppoſi- 
tion to the Crown in the Houſe of Com- 
mons, which, as well as that of ſeveral of 
his friends, is not the mere effect of political 
prejudice, or even of neceſſity, for the 


emoluments of office, but is in a great 
meaſure 


wy 1 IK. = 8 
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meaſure patriotically perſonal to the King, 
— he found himſelf obliged, by the ſtrict 
rules of poetical juſtice, ſtrikingly, though 


unwillingly, to contraſt, in the next couplet, 


with his hero's other ſituation as one f 


« His Majeſty” s ſervants,” 


Playing, in either Hook, with filial art, f 
There the King's foe, and here his ſervant's part. 


The difficulty of accounting to the world 
for which ſtrange confuſion of characters 
in his hero, ſo perplexes our poet, that, 


loſing his wonted good temper, he pee- | 
viſhly exclaims with Mercutio, 


Plague on both Houſes: 


* 


A propos! of houſes—in the eleventh book, 


that celebrated Whig, the late Mr. Samuel 


Houſe, is introduced gazing from the gal- 


lery, with triumph and admiration, on his 
worthy repreſentative, Mr. Fox, who has 
juſt then returned from the table, and ſat 
down for V nina 


B 2 


eee eee — — N — — 
. 
- 
4 
” 


— '- ] 


Sam ſaw bim fit, and ſmil'd—for who fo ft, 


By Nature hugely form'd, as Fox to fr? | 
Ah! had the dame with more impartial band, 
But half fo well enable _ | 


Gf}; 


This ſecond Apen, dee ading 
us too far from our former track, we ſhall 


return to Mr. Houſe, who, with tears of 


exultation gliſtening i in his eyes, roars out, 
in the name of the city of Meſtminſter, 


Wide wer conſternation of Mr, Hate, 


""Hefits—my Fox /—my Charles my Blue and Buff? 
+ Now welcome 1 liy'd long ee 


Then 3 an ng gecount of the 
death of Mr. Houſe, who immediately ex- 


pired in a convulſion of joy — his ſplendid 


and popular burial — the games inſtituted 
by Mr. Fox, who appeared as chief mour- 
ner on that melancholy occaſion — nor 
does the poet here omit to pay Mr. Fox 


a juſt compliment on the rueful fitneſs of 
His countenance in theſe wo of times, for 


the diſcharge of that friendly, but diſmal 
office — and the prizes borne” away by the 


> 0 of this poem, and other chiefs of the 


Broobians, 


tg 1 

Brookians, among the richeſt of which was 
8 ſervice of plate, The Brookians, it may 
not be amiſs to inform the reader unſkilled 
in ancient geography, are a great trading 
people, ſaid to be the firſt inſtitutors of 
banks, whoſe country is bounded by that 
vaſt range of- mountains, the Piccadilia, ; 
on one fide, and by e Deferta on the 

| other. | | | 


in the "eighteenth book Mr. For rumi · 
nates on the mutability of human affairs. 
The death of ſome friends, and the defec- 
tion of others — is alarmed at the danger of 
bis becoming, by a ſucceſſion of ſuch 
events, an abandoned man — and revolves 
in his mind the expediency, therefore, of 
an immediate junction with the preſent Ad- 
miniſtration. His reverence for Mr. Houſe's 
epinion, and his concern for the death of 
that patyiotic publican, he expreſſes in in 
ous of equal e with . 


= my Cats | ny Bad of 


| imitating 


L 4 


imitating, in the ſentiment, the moving ex- 


clamation of Othello, when Emilia knocks 


at the door, after he has n Deer 


Mona. 


En LE, Shall-I. © 
+ her in? wer't belt? If I do, ſhe'll ſure 
Speak to my wife — my wife! J have no wife! 


After pauſing for ſome time, and twice 
ſhaking his bead, in a heſitating manner, 
Mr. For at length burſts n into de 
following Dy: 5 


If 15 join Pitt, and FAT ach Rows, 1 
5 tell y 1 houſe ! 1 * no houſe ! 


K 


How pathetically comprehenſive of Mr. 5 
For D affliction i is that laft admirable _ 


= They '! tell my Hsm) houſe ! 1 TW houſe ! 


In our poor judgment it is much to be 
preferred to the couplet with which, in the 


bran edition of the Brinfleiad, Mr. For 


begins 


I 
begins his addreſs to the electors of Kirk- 
wall *, Y 3% vn 


Fox is my ſurname, Sirs ; houſe have I none, 
Harry and Samuel ſave, to call my own, 


Both, however, have loſt much of their 
original force, now that Mr. Fox no longer 
continues to be the efficient Prime Miniſter 
of the Brityh empire. — But it is time the 
manager, whoſe ** urgent pace“ we long 
ſince remarked in Bruton Street, ſhould ar- 
rive at the theatre. In deſcribing his en- 
tree, our poet adopts that mode Horace fo 


* It may not be unacceptable, to publiſh here an 
Epigram, written by our poet, ſoon after Mr. Fox's 
election for Kir all. 


That for judgment, en dernier reſort, Buff and Blue N 
Should to th* Orneys appeal, ſeems a ſtrange paradox; 
For if Johnſon's account of thoſe iſlands be true, 
Whether ſhelter or death they awarded his due, 
They produce not a tree to do juſtice to Fox. 


But on this ground was chiefly his confidence built, 
| That for once he'd eſcape condemnation and praiſe ; 
Twas impoſſible Fortune could here play the jilt, 
Nor could gibbet or wreath mark his glory or guilt, 
In a country that yields neither timber nor bays. * 


higbly 


E id. 
bighly commends, rapere auditorem in ne⸗ 
dias res. 5 


He, how-d'ye-doing neither queens tior kings, 
 Daſhes at once into the midſt of things. 


Here, we are well aware, our poet may 
appear to many readers without doors to 
| have repreſented his hero as guilty of an 
| impolite abruptneſs that muſt naturally re- 
volt a company of ſach auguſt perſonages. 
— The next couplet completely diſhipates 
that idea: 


Vet none of want of courteſy complain, 
. Brinſly can do no wrong in Drury Lane. 


The alluſion in the laſt line to the legal 
maxim, The King can do no wrong, places 

Mr. Heridan's theatrical authority in a 
much more dignified point of contempla- 
tion than if, as he firſt intended, our au- 
| thor had compared the manager to the cap- 
tain of a ſhip. We, with all poſſible hu- 
mility, claim to ourſelves the merit of 
having ſuggeſted this amendment, 


—— 


Sara 


3 
1 to him aſſume no ſtately airs, | 
And haughty Bajazets place ready chairs, 


In this deſcription the gracious affability of 


Mrs. Siddons is almoſt aQually preſent to 
the eye; and Mr. Smith, in this inſtance, 
with over- acted politeneſs, ſeems offici- 
ouſly to run for a chair, | 


Caſſius diſſimulates his inward ſpleen, | 
And ſtoops to ſooth the Cz/ar of the ſcene, - 


To ſay nothing of its incomparable allite- 
ration, what an elegant and exalted com- 


pliment is paid Mr. Sheridan in the laſt 
line, where he 1 15 called 


the Cæſar of the ſcene ! 


Nor will the reader think that compliment 
fulſome, when he ſhall become more fully 


acquainted with the equally great and amia- 


ble qualities, whether as a man, a member, 
or a manager, that grace, and dignify, and 
exalt the hero of this poem ſo much above 
bis cotemporaries. — Who Caſſius is, that 
thus relaxes the auſterity of his man- 
ners, and efforts to be entertaining, we are 


Gor entirely 
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[ entirely at a loſs to conjecture it cannot | 


be Mr. Kemble. 


n and courts and kings, in gaudy ger; 
And ghoſts, nay gods, his dread diſpleaſure fear. 


Fior which extraordinary awe of his hero 


he very naturally accounts in the laſt inte- 
reſting line of the triplet — 


Left they Thould ſtarve un- articled next year. 


The idea of a being purely ſpiritual, ſuch 
as àa ghoſt. being ſtarved, it muſt be con- 


feſſed, is ſomewhat new to our imagina- 
tions, It is finely familiariſed, however, 
by our poet, near the end of the third 
book, when he deſcribes the appearance of 
Duncan's ghoſt - in the ſupper ſcene in 


Macbeth. 


The rav'nous ghoſt the ſpecious _ haunts, | 


Where painted viands mock his real wants. 


| If i the vader” recollects this paſſage at the _ 


next repreſentation of Macbeth, we un- 
dertake to ſay, he will be more than uſual- 


ly FIN wa at the — condition of the 


* 


Shoſt. — 


BR 
| ghoſt. — The good fortune of great men, 
who are great wits, in having whatever 


they ſay inevitably admired, our poet exem- 
plifies in the inſtance of his hero. 


Each careleſs thought, tho? dull as Sheffeld's proſe, 
Or Carli/t's verſe, when Carliſk happieſt flows, 

All haſte t applaud the previous laugh declares 
The certain pleaſure of dependant Play rs. 


How natural too is the ſurpriſe of the ma- 
nager at finding himſelf undeſignedly ſo 
brilliant — ſhooting his arrows o'er the 
houſe, and "_— the fancies of fo ous 


Feeling nor Wirth nor wifh Yoccafion it, 
The wight's himſelf aftonifh'd at his wit. 


The poet now leads us from the rehearſal 
(to which he ſeems to be as much indebted 
as his hero, for the materials of his wit) 
to the repreſentation of one of Mr. Sheri- | 
dan's comedies. The viſible effects of his 
vis comica on the audience, we muſt do our 
author the juſtice to ſay, are deſcribed with 
unequalled excellence. 


What frowning fronts his forightly hen 


What OY fathers of the city charm'd; : 
Cu x How 


_F 


How giggled Miſs, of premature thirteen, 
At ev'ry jeſt ſhe fancied was obſcene; 
Too ſoon forgetful of mama's command, 
No doubtful phraſe to feem to underſtand ; 
How dames diſcretion by much need on't taught, 
_ Chaſte ſouls ! look'd ſimple from exceſs of thought; 
How broadly grinn'd the ſuperficial beau, 
At once his poliſh'd taſte and teeth to ſhew ; 5 
How in green boxes, worſt, but fav'rite places, 
Delighted w——s their fabricated faces 
Marr'd, and their markets, by o'er- -ſtrain'd ori- 
maces ; 
How half-pay eaptains paying, ah! foll price, 
Mix'd with loud laughing peals, alternate ſighs, 
*T would coſt five ſhillings more to ſee it twice; 
How greaſy gods held up propitious thumbs ; _ 
And grinning groundlings ſhew'd their gaping gums, 
Greedy, geurmands / to catch another bit 
Of ſuch high ſeaſon'd and high flavor'd wit; 
Tell, heav'nly Muſe, and if thou may'ſt rehearſe 
Such ſhewy things in unaffeed verſe, - 
Say, how new married cits* bedizen'd brides 
With laughter ſhook their heads and dreſt-incum= 
ber'd ſides. 


To do juſtice in our comment to every in- 
dividual beauty of this deſcription, in which 
the Phœnomena of the play-houſe are re- 
preſented in colours ſo lively, ſo natural, 


and ſo e pictureſque, would be a 
| taſk 


Pr” 
taſk equally endleſs and unneceſſary. Suf- 
fice it briefly to ſay, that nothing can be 
more happily pointed than the antitheſis, 
or more affecting than the diftreſs in the 
mm. 


How Halſepay captains paying, ah! fallprice, 


more judiciouſly ſelected than the epithets 
e bedizen'd” and * dreſs-incumbered ” — 

or more majeſtically ſuitable to the dignity 
of the ſubject, than the ſweeping Alexan- 
drine with which this paragraph ſtalks 
proudly to a period. — The. expreſſion, 
„ held up propitious thumbs,” is claſſical; 
it alludes to the manner in which the Ro- 
mans teſtified their applauſe, utroque pollice. 


But proofs ſtill more demonſtrative than theſe, 

Shew how the ſcenes of Sheridan can pleaſe. 

Some who, as critics, paſs'd for very elves, 

Till late, as authors, criticiſed themſelves ; 

Whoſe candid commentaries? uſeful aim 

Is not ſo much t' illuſtrate, as de fame; 

Who ſeek and magnify each pers'nal fault, 
The fainteſt blemiſh to the fouleſt blot ; 

Who when a Milton's matchleſs works they ſcan 

The poet ſtill depreciate in the man; 

Who 


( 22 J 
Who in bis life have more malignant ſhewn 
That party bigotry that ſtain'd their own; 
1 Who, high in pride of diQatorial rule, 
4 ; Make Pope a coxcomb, and ſtamp Swift a fool; : 
4 | Who Whigs, as wits, thro! loyalty an. 
(Penhons are parts and principle with them) 
And envious now, and now corrupt, by fits, 
Laſh Tories too for daring to be wits $ © 
Who, to reduce all others merit "vg 
Make pregnant ſtanzas, by their ſhrewd ex- “ 
# plaining, 
| | | Sink into utter emptineſs of meaning; * 
| Whoſe ſecond childhood drivels in each page, 
Tube jeſt of ſchool- -boys, with the ſpleen of age; 
Whoſe ſpewy ſty le, in place of wholeſome herbage, 
Shocks the diſguſted taſte with rancid verbage; 
Whoſe dropſied periods ſcarce their limbs can carry, 
Swoll'n and diſeas'd with too much diftionary ; 
Whoſe ſtrange tautology, ihre“ Europe ſought, 
From diſtant Latium and from Athens brought, 
| Supplies a foreign wardrobe for a thought; 
Who, old in fancy, and in reaſon young, 
Poſſeſs one perfect faculty, the tongue; 
Who much with ſound, with ſenſe take little pains, 
Beaſts have great ears who*ve moſt defect of brains; 
Who ſearch for ſentiments alone, that they 
Expreſſions long provided may copvey 
Whoſe tinſel robes of tawdry language trail, 
Flatterns in fine attire, a drabble tail; 
Whoſe monſt'rous thoughts, diminutive and vile, 
Seem pigmy pages to a * ſtyle; ; 
* — 


But 


LW] 
But as our poet introduces Dr. Johne 
only to ſhew that perſons, the moſt diffi- 

cult to be pleaſed, have been charmed, 

though reluctantly, by the compulſive effi- 
cacy of his hero's wit, we ſhall proceed no 
farther in the character of that celebrated 
critic, and the more eſpecially, as it inclines 
to be rather ſevere in the concluſion. Vet, 


even now, thoſe who admire the Doctor's 


as a model for good ſtyle, and hold that of 
Addiſon, and Swift, and Hume, to be cheap, 
and vulgar in compariſon, when they have 
peruſed the milder lines we have here re- 
publiſhed, will angrily exclaim, Is it not 
indecent to diſturb the aſhes of a critic 
ſcarcely cold in his grave? Is it not un- 
generous and unmanly to attack a perſon 
not living to defend himſelf? To which we 
| ſhall anſwer, in, the way of interrogation, 
Was any one of thoſe poets living to de- 
fend himſelf, whom Dr. Johnſon, in the 
diſguiſe of their. biographer, ſo ingeniouſly 
miſrepreſented? And is it the merit of ha- 


ving been the aggreſſor, or the ſacred cha- 


| rater of critic, that {ball protect the de- 
rider, 
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rider, not to ſay the calumniator, of Mil. 


ton, from the application of that ridicule 
which himſelf ſo unſparingly exerciſed on 
others? — Far from being influenced by 
any other ſentiment than a real concern to 
ſee the greateſt poets any nation ever pro- 
duced ſerved up by their public-ſpirited 
countryman in ſuch a ridiculous point of 
view to the contemplation of foreigners— 
Our author, from eſteem of Dr. Johnſon's 
private character, and the conſideration of 
his death, ſuppreſſed a work he had juſt 
prepared for publication, entitled, A Vin- 


„ dication. of the Engliſo Language and 


« Poets from the groſs Abuſe of both by 
56 Dr. Samuel Jolinſon. — We ſhall now 
treat the reader to a ſketch of a charaQer 


equally original, though not "Je ſo much | 
eſteemed. 


Others, fallen bards, who ficrce Defiance hurl'd 
*Gainſt Common Senſe, the ſov' reign of the world, 
But quickly quell'd, were Gama d to wrighe, and 
groan, 
And rail at others? works, unlike their own, 
2 And therefore juſtly fayour'd by the town. 


* 


This 


1 * 1 
This aſſimilation of a writer, who ſets 
common ſenſe (which, by a beautiful per- 
ſonification, is called “ä the Sovereign of 
« the World,“) at defiance, to one of the 
rebellious angels, who boldly waged war 
againſt the higheſt, is manifeſtly more ſub- 
lime than Mr. Addiſon's celebrated compari- 
ſon of the Duke of Marlborough, com- 
manding an army, to an angel in the ſub- 
altern office of © directing the ſtorm, 
which, it is ſcarcely neceſſary to remind 
the learned reader, was anciently held to be 
the province of witches. — General Bur- 
goyne's military are now placed in juxta 
poſition with his literary qualifieations, and 
it will, no doubt, give the General's friends 
the moſt ſenſible pleaſure to obſerve, that 
every new light in which his various ta- 
lents are placed, reflects additional luſtre on 


the character of the ſcholar and the ſoldier. 


Who tame ind captivate the fierceſt nations, 
Buy potent ſpells of poliſh'd proclamations ; 

Who for the rabble foe in fight no matches, 
Come, ſee, and beat, whole armies in diſpatches z 
Who write like Cæſars, but Yeturis yield, 

In Gandine Forks of Saratogd's field 3 
D 1 Who 
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| Who ſeem in waging whether war or wotds, 
With pens t' have battled, and t' have wrote with 


ſwords. 


After ſtating the learned and honourable 


teſtimony which Dr. Johnſon and General 


Burgoyne bear to the excellency of his hero's 


wit, our poet very judiciouſly proceeds, in 
the next place, to deſcribe theſe ſcenes whoſe 


merit has produced, as we have obſerved, 


: ſuch wonderful effects. 


Having read much, in reprehenſive rhimes, 

And pungent proſe, abuſive of theſe times 

In which men e'en degenerate in crimes ; 

That friendleſs vice and virtue may be even, 

And hell, o'er-match'd, ſtand equal chance with 
Heaven; 

In thoſe r ſcenes he th written for the 2 

Twas th' end of Brin/ley's moral-mending page, 

To laſh the remnant virtue of the age. 

And with ſuch happy ridicule has he 

Made the leaſt fign of ſtale morality 

Subject of mirth, that no one ſince began, 

With following ſerious ſentence, ©* For the man 

N bo d aft ſuch deeds, can't think of an hereafter, 

But it produced a charming 1 of 9 


Whatever may be the tendency of the 91. 


tem of ethics inculcated by the School ſor 
i Scandal, 


1 

Scandal, we have every reaſon, in charity 
at leaſt, to ſuppoſe, that it was not ſo much 
an habitual antipathy to any thing in the 
diſguſting ſhape of morality, as the ſacred 
motive of friendſhip for Mr. Fox, (whoſe 
character he was then preparing the public 
to admire) that induced Mr. Sheridan to en- 
deavour to connect, in the imaginations of 

thoſe who frequent the theatres, with every 
appearance of virtue, a ſuſpicion of hypo- 
_ criſy and baſeneſs, and with the moſt evi- 
dent and avowed profligacy, an expectation 
of exalted virtue. The old-faſhioned rule 
of making the fiction of the poet always in 
its end promotive of morality, how delight= _ 
fully has Mr. Sheridan ridiculed in The Critic, 

as an attempt . to dramatize the penal laws, 


« and make the ſtage a court of eaſe to the 
6c Ola ! 


— — Wherefore thus quote | 
Juftice and common honeſty ? For ſhame ! | | 


The laſt is plainly vulgar in its name; 
And for the firſt, poor hobbling hag, ſhe's s lame. 


D 2 Charles. 


[ 28 15 

Charles. * Juſtice is an old bobbling bel- 
te dame, and I can't, for the ſoul of me, 
* make her keep pace with generoſity.” 
True, ſhe is lame, fays North, ll prove it thus: | 
If not, long fince ſhe'd overtaken vs. 
What a lively picture here preſents itſelf to 
the mind's eye! — Juſtice purſuing Lord 
North, who, though not Todag wins, every 
day gains ground, and increaſes the in- 
terval between them. What renders his 
Lordſhip's efcape from this old beldame the 
more fortunate is, that he is of that peculiar 
taſte, he looks upon a woman to be ſuper- 
annuated at fiſteen. 


If, of a bad alternative, you muſt 
Be one or other, generous or juſt, 
Which will you pleaſe ? — the mob or men of 

faſhion? 

If theſe—confer ſome ſplendid ts | 
With very gold you ſhould of right d:/charge one, 
*Twill ſhew your mind is truly an enlarged one. 
Shall you, I aſk, deny yourſelf th'applauſe 

Of men of honour and of rank, becauſe, 

Forſooth ! ſome raſcal tradeſman's in a pet 
You don't pay him a ſtale, but legal debt? 

What would we ſay —by Heav'n, he ſtood in awe, 
Crouch'd to that Gothic inftitute, the law. 

| Here 


[ 29 1 

Here follows a very pretty obſervation or 
two of the poet's, that juftice is of late a 
thing quite poetical, thus making poctical 
the general attribute of juſtice ; with one 
or two more of thoſe elegant quaintneſſes 
that raiſe modern ſo much above antient 
poetry; ſuch as, if a poet was made to pay 
for his licenſe, we ſhould probably meet 
with fewer poetical irregularities : — again; 
he ſhould in this cafe have written o'er his 
door, Solomon Stanza, licenſed to commit 
_ * irregularities as the act directs.“ But 
thoſe paſſages not wearing that grave and 
didaQtic complexion, which alone is accep- 
table to the public, we ſhall continue to 
dwell upon Mr. Sheridan's ct layings. 


Firſt ſpend your father's and the public gold, 
And when you've all that's marketable ſold, 
Freſh ſums by ſale of the reverſion get 

Of ſome old hcirle/s uncle's ſure eſtate. 

Sell his ate — but as a ſhield *gainſt ſtricture, 
Keep the palladium ſtill-y our uncle's pidure. 


In the School for Scandal, that paragon of 

dramatic productions, the plot, if any, lies 

15 the picture, as 3 s jeſt lay in the 
boots; — 
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0 by a fingle, but aſtoniſhing 


proof of greatneſs of ſoul, in not ſelling 


Sir Oliver's picture with thoſe of the reſt of 
his family, Charles not only redeems all his 
former extravagance and profligacy, in the 
opinion of the judicious, but furniſhes a 
model of exemplary virtue, to be admired © 


and imitated by the riſing generation. The 


palpable obſcurity of the plot, our poet in- 
genioully ſuppoſes, was deſigned by his hero 
as 2 powerful relief to the brilliancy of tho 


dialogue. 


| Heedlefs of plot, each bright, phoſphoric ſpark 
Of Brinſſcy's wit, ſhines brighter in the dark. | 


By a natural, and even beautiful anachro- 


niſm, our author, in the next couplet, con- 


founds the laſt Duke with the preſent Mar- 
quis of Buckingham. It is fcarcely neceſlary 
to premiſe, that The Critic is an avowed 
imitation of the Duke of Buckingham's Re- 

hearſal; or that Lord Buckingham, Mr. 


Pitt, the Marquis of Land/down, the Duke 
of Newcaftle, Lord Camden, the Stanhopes, 
&c. are, if not jacobites, rank tories, and 


all 


: LS] 
all thoſe who act with the Cavendiſbes, ſuch 
as Lord Surrey, Mr, Burke, &c. are ſtaunch 
whigs | 


Borrow from Buckingham alas! how big 
With dire diſtreſs muſt this be to the big. 


His hero's adoption of even Buckingham's 
plot, in preference to inventing one himſelf, 
our poct thus politically accounts for : 


Conſcious he's not more loyal than he ought, 
He would not wiſh, for all the world, *twere 

--.” thought | 

He was the chief contriver of a plot. 


The foregoing extracts will ſerve to give 
the reader ſome, though perhaps no adequate, 
idea of Mr. Sheridan's dramatic powers, and 

the admirable manner in which they are ce- 
lebrated by our poet. In the fifth book, he 
conſiders his hero as a member of Parlia- 
ment — dwells on the great taſte and ſur- 
priſing execution with which he plays a ſe- 
cond to Mr. Fox's violino primo — and pro- 


nounces, decorated with the richeſt orna- 


ments of diction, a long and moſt elaborate 
2 „ eulogium 
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tions, of which the hero of this poem has 


L 32 ] 
eulogium on the perpetual wit, the ſenato- 


rial ſtyle, and, above all, the independent 
principles of his hero, who, 


Auges in epigrams — ſo hates he chains, 
To uſe a chain in reas' ning he diſdains. 


This book concludes with various ſpecimens 


of Mr. Sheridan's eloquence, The fixth 


explains the whole art of parliamentary 


puffing. It is neceſſary, for inſtance, that 


Mr. Fox's. ſpeech, on ſome great queſtion, 
ſhould be publiſhed for the benefit of man- 
kind. In this caſe, what is to be done? 
As no perſon is permitted to take down the 
debates in ſhort-hand, and as Mr, Erſkine 
1s no longer a member of Parliament, it 1s 
found impoſſible to recapitulate what the 
various and voluble orator had fo rapidly 
delivered. Accordingly, the taſk of com- 
poſing an incomparable ſpeech for Mr. Fox 
is aſſigned to the Committee for conducting 
the Author's Fund—a charitable foundation, 
inſtituted for the ſupport of decayed ge- 
nius, and maintained by voluntary ſubſcrip- 


had 


L 33 ] -— 
had the principal management and diftri- 


bution ; and as the reward has been ever 


apportioned to the ſervices of the-partizan, 
it is but juſtice to his merit to add, that he 
has alſo, had the principal ſhare. Now the 
ingenious gentlemen of the committee, ta- 
king for granted that Mr. Fox's was as able 
an harangue as could poffibly have been 
uttered, give the world, as Mr. Fox's 
ſpeech, on ſuch a day, and on ſuch a queſ- 
tion, a compilation of all the good things, 
antient and modern, that have been faid or 
written on the ſubjet. Other members 
taking that trouble upon themſelves, ſend 
their ſpeeches to Mr. Woodfall, the Printer 
of the Morning Chronicle, time enough for 
his publication of them the next evening. 
It is wonderful, what a change twenty-four 
hours makes for the better in a modern ora- 
tion — disjointed nonſenſe, in that fhort 


— ſpace of time, colle&s itſelf into the moſt 


compacted wiſdom. Mr. Woodfall, and 

his prodigious memory, are thus deſcribed; 

WWodfall remembers. what no other hears, 

A printer bold, remarkable for: cars. _ Sm 
= His 
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1 
His hero's ſuperior ſkill and ingenuity in 
manufacturing a ſpeech for the es he 
celebrates more at large: 


"0 When he's to WWoodfall privately convey'd, 


What he did ſay, and what he wiſh'd he'd ſaid, 
The old and new ſo happily are blended, . 

As if to th' prudent adage he attended, 

A little ſaid is much the eafieſt mended. 

80 great and ſtrong his powers of digeſtion, 

After an intereſting party queſtion, F 

You read in Woodfall's genuine account, 
All that he veritably ſaid upon't, 

With many a cauſtic, and malicious ſtroke, 
Poſthumous epigram he never ſpoke ; 
For lend the Brin/ley but a lucky hint, 

Utter'd, or utter'd not, there's nothing in't, 

The fame on is its force in print. 


Nor does the poet leſs celebrate the merit 
and ability of his verſatile hero, as a writer 


in the newſpapers. 


And fay, my muſe, what reader can defend 
His faith *gainſt ſquibs ſo elegantly penn'd ? 
Whether the ſhrewd his ſprightly ſtyle diſcover, 
On fanguine gateways, chalk'd with ** Fox for ever,” 
Where rubric quack'ries for the greater p—x, 
Bluſh for the paler eulogies of Fox ; 
And dripping poſts deplore, in patriot brine, 
Fox's and Nbięs and decency's decline. 
| „ The 


> 4% 


* 


1 
The third couplet in this paragraph is evi- 
dently an imitation of Pope's ; 


What tho' my name ſtand rubric on the walls, 0 
' Plaiſter'd on * With c——s Date 


our poet 8, . 15 manifeſtly ſuperior 
in that great excellence, antitheſis ; for can 
any thing be more pictureſque, than the 
lively contraſt between the chalk and red 
ink, © the rubric quackeries Plyſbing for the 
6 paler eulogies.” | $ 


Or trace his comic pen in Graham's Journal, 

Or our young Miniſter's commands diurnal, 
To's portal Swiſs — or eke a burleſque droll 

On our old friend, th* unpardonable Rolle. 


The laſt line is not the leſs ſublime for be- 
ing ſomewhat myſterious to the many — 
to the few, however, it is ſufficiently intel- 
ligible. In reply to the volumes of elabo- 
rate Paſquinades which the Oppoſition wri- 
ters, that is to ſay, the beſt writers in the 
Oppoſition, have honoured Mr. Rolle with 
for ſome months paſt, he contemptyouſly 
obſerves, 


E 2 Conſcious 
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«Res. 


| Courtenay: 


L 0 
Conſcious I act as principle directs me, 
Shall Courtenay, Sheridan, or Tickel, vex me? 


| which the claſſical reader will immediately 


perceive to be an imitation of the line in 
Horace, 


Miene . Vemidius, Pantolabus ve ſcurra ? 


In the ninth book, a young Lord, giving 
his opinion of men, and of affairs in general, 
which he has very judiciouſly taken from 
the ſtatements in the Morning Herald, makes 
the following honourable mention of Mr, 


2 


Gn who's humovr, and what's beſt, no end 

on't, ] 
Has o'er the Houſe a marvellous aſcendant, 
They know the man's fo vaſtly independant. . 


vw 


With the above remarks on thoſe un 
in The Brinſleiad, which moſt illuſtrate the 
eminent character of Mr. Sheridan, on 
whoſe ſubject, as being the hero of the poem, 
our author has been particularly copious, 
we ſhall, for the preſent, take our leave of 
the reader, Our ſecond Number, which 

will 


t 9 1 


will be publiſhed as ſoon as the firſt en 

of this ſhall be ſold, opens with a eritique 
on the deſcription, in the twelfth book, of 
the different chiefs of the Oppoſition aſſem- 
bled in council. Mr. Burke, „grown 
« hoary in the purſuit of knowledge,” as 
being more venerable, though not quite of 
ſo much political importance as Mr. Fox, 
claims, in our opinion, the preceden- 
cy;— we ſhall, therefore, begin our next 
Number with a ſketch of his character; 
and if we can eſcape being infected with 
congenial prolixity, by the copious ſubject 
we propoſe to handle, we ſhall probably 

give Saturn a ſatellite. 


END OF THE FIRST NUMBER. | 


New Books printe for fOHN STOCKDALE, 
oppoſite Burlington-Houſe, Piccadilly. 


SHAKSPEARE, 


Printed from the Text of the late Dr. SAMUEL JOHN- 
SON and GEORGE STEEVENS, Eſq. In one large Vo- 
Time oftavo. On a fine Royal Paper, and embelliſhed with 
a ſtriking likeneſs of the Author, 
Price 128. for exportation. 
| 188. in boards. - 
178. 6d. bound in calf and wat. 
18s. elegantly bound in calf and gilt. 1 
198. neatly bound in Ruſſia leather, gilt. 
11. 18s. beautifully bound in vellum, gilt. 
11. 58. bound in Morocco, extra. 1 
And 31. 38: bound in tortoiſeſhell, 


STOCKDALE's EDITION 


4 


9 F 
s P E A R E, 


1 ONE VOLUME, 
THE WHOLE OF HIS 


DRAMATIC WORKS: 


Wich EXPLANATORY NoTEs, compiled from 
| Various Commentators, 


To which i is prefixed his LIFE and WILL. 


« Nature her pencil to his hand commits, 
fad then in all her forms to this great Maſter ſits. 


To THE PUBLIC. 


* .* The unrivalled Excellence of Shakſpeare is acknow- 
aged. As a Poet, he abounds in Sublimities; and as a 
Dramatiſt, his principal Characters are moſt maſterly drawn, 

But the Number of Volumes which the various Editions of his 
Works have obtained, by enhancing the Price, hath prevent- 
ed this admired Author from being generally read; the mid- 

| | dling Claſs of People contenting themſelves with a Peruſal of 

1 thoſe detached * to which they have been familiarized dy 

| Theatris 
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NEW BOOKS priated for JOHN STOCKDALE. 


'Theatric Repreſentation. To comprize the whole of Shak- 
ſpeare's' Works in a fingle Volume, and to publiſh that Vo- 


lume at a moderate Price, was conſidered as an Undertaking 


of Utility. In the preſent Edition of Shakſpeare every thing 


is included which the numerous Editors of this admirable 


Author thought it neceſſary to collect. The laſt Will of 
Shakſpeare, his Life written by ROWE, and ſuch Notes as 
tend to elucidate obſcure Paſſages, or explain obſolete Words, 
are inſerted in the Edition now offered to the Public; which | 
is ſo calculated for general Accommodation, that, being of a 
portable Size, it may find a Place in a Carriage on a Journey; 
or, conſidered as a Subſtitute for the various and extravagant 
Editions of Shakſpeare, it will furniſh Readers of every De- 
nomination with the Works of the ſublimeſt Genius this. 
Country has produced, at an _ and, e ſpeak · 


ang, trivial Expence. 


1 * Gentlemen in the Country finding a Difficulty in pro- 
curing the above valuable Work, by direCting a Line to Mr. 
STOCKDALE, oppoſite Burlington Houſe, Piccadilly, ap- 


pointing the Payment thereof in London, ſhall have it imme- 
_ diately , Carriage paid, to any Part of Great Bri- 


tain. 


s OK DAL E- 8 


PARLIAMENTARY GUIDE; 


8 


MEMBERS AND ELECTORS 
COMPLETE COMPANION: 


Being an Hiſtorical Account of the ſeveral Cities, Coun- 


ties, and Boroughs, in Great Britain; 3 their Right of Elec- 


tion; when they were firſt repreſented in Parliament, and the 


Number of Voters at each Place ; with References to the 
Journals of the Houſe of Commons, for every Proceeding to 
be found in them relating to Matters of Election; and Copies 
of the ſeveral Writs uſed at a General Reel Ne ; the Oaths 


saken by the EleCtors and the Elected, and the Oaths admi- 


niſtered to the Repreſentative upon taking his Seat; with a 


full Recitation of all the various Statutes relating to the Elec- 
tion of Members, and the Succeſſion of Parliaments from the 
Reſtoration. 


f - 


NEW Books printed for JOHN-STOCKEDALR. 


To which is prefixed a PREFACE, digeſted under the 
ſeven following Heads, viz. The Origin of Parliament, its 
Progreſs and preſent State; Obſervations on the laſt General 
Writ; Original Mode of Election; How the Rights of Elec- 
tion have been preſerved ; Of the Conſtitution of Committees 
for trying controverted Elections, the Manner of proceeding 
in them, and Regulations concerning the ſame; The Number 
of Members returned 1n the different Reigus; and Obſerva· 
tions on the preſent Work: 


With an APPENDIX, containing Orders of the Houſe of 
Commons, arranged under their proper Heads; and a Table 
of Fees taken by its Officers and Servants. 


In One Large Volume Octavo, containing mas of Fire. 
Hundred Page, Price Seven Shilling 1 in Boards, 


The RESOLVES of the COMMITTEE appointed to 
fry the Merits of the Election for the County of GLOU- 
CESTER, in the Year 1777. George Berkeley, Eſq. Peti- 
tioner, William Bramley Cheſter, Eſq. fitting Member. 


The above Neſolves are faithfully extracted from Manu- 
_ fLcript Notes of the Proceedings of the Committee, taken at 
the Tine, 


By Sir CECIL WRA v, Bart. 

The following are the Gentlemen who compoſed the Com - 
mittee, which began to fit the 5th of February, and continued 
till the 2z2gth of April; in the Courſe of which Time there 
were near one hundred Diviſions upon particular Votes. 

Sir Cecil Wray, Bart. Chairman. 
John Elwes and Geo. Johnſtone, Eſqrs. Nominees. 


Sir Wm. Cunynghame, Bart. Sir Geo. Robinſon, Bart. 


C. A. Pelham, Efq. Hugh Owen, Eſq. 
Thomas Powys, Eſq. Hou. Charles Finch 
Edward Phelips, Eſq. Charles Penruddock, Eſq. 
Thomas Brand, Elq. © Edward Morant, Eſq. 
John Cleveland, Eſq. John Halliday, Efq. 


In One Volume Octavo, Price Three Shillings and 5:x 
Pence in Boards. 


